62         THE MEDIATOR

give, these have to be continually adjusted
day by day.

In the course of this adjustment, we
commit ourselves to certain " professions ".
As teacher or lawyer, as litterateur or
doctor, as engineer or publicist, and in
other professions, men work for their
bread and butter. It is noteworthy that,
though the labourer too works for his
bread and butter, he is not called a (< pro"
fessional man". For a professional man
must start his career with some knowledge
of the science of his profession ; moreover
he must know who are its " authorities,"
and also accept certain ethical principles
as binding upon him.

It is this idealism, unhappily mostly
theoretical nowadays in the professions,
which distinguishes the mere " tradesman "
from the professional man. Long ago, in
Greece, an idealism was accepted for the
medical profession, and a famous oath was
administered to all doctors at the com-
mencement of their career. It was incum-
bent upon a doctor, for instance, when he
saw signs of death appearing on a patient,